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CHAPTER XV.
Tho Strike,

IS awoke the fourth morningw to a bright duy. Tho hel--

meted quail wcro calling.
Tho I)CC3 were Just begin- -

Alng a nun warmed hum among tlio
lashes. A languorous warmth hung
2a tho air and a Sunday stillness. It
Jwaa as though wo aunkencd to a now
world, untrodden by men, which was,
ndoed, a good deal tlio caso.

While wo ate breakfast wo discussed
nr plans. Tho first necessity, of

'courso, wns to find out about gold. To
Umt end wo agreed to scparato for tho
slay, prospecting tar and wide. Bags-- y

kept camp and an cyo on tho horses.
"Ho displaced little Interest In tho gold
proposition, but Insisted strongly that
wo carry both our rlllcs and revolvers.

It would bo dltllcult to describe tho
hrlll of anticipation with which I net

eff up tho valley. Tho plneo was so
f.cw, so untouched, so nbhulutelf

The high ildgei on either wide
Jfrowncd down austerely on' tho llttlo
meadows that smiled ljk qulto un-

abashed. As I cro'iscil tti brown, dry
ttneadow toward the rhcr a covey of
jjua!l whirred away before nic, lit and
paced off at a great rale. Two big
grouso roared from a thicket

Tho river was u beautiful, clear
'atresia, with green wavcry water
whirling darkly In pools or bicnking ,

whlto nmong the stones. A3 my shad-o-

fell upon It I taught a gllmpso of
a big trout scuirylug Into tho darkness
'beneath n bowlder. Picking my way
among tho loose stones, I selected a
likely place on the bur and struck
ihomo my pick. I

I hno slnca repeated tlio sensations
of that duy an a smaller scale, of
course In whipping unjjln trout wn- -

tera, snmo early excllemnU and en ,

thuslnsin, same eager Htislnliicd
In fnco of failure, same In-

credulous slowing down, Hinno ultimate
discouragement, disbelief and dlsgusL

,A1 that day I shoveled and panned

All That Day I Shoveled and Pannod.
The early morning freshness hooii dls
filputcd Iletueeu tho high inountnlu
walls tho heat lellected. All tho quail
stood beneath the shade of hushes,
their lieiiK.i half i pen, n though punt-
ing. Tho hlnls tli it had sung fin sweet-
ly In tho early inomhig had HOinewhero
nought repose I could occasionally
eatc.il glimpses of ouf horses diUliiguu-Oe- r

trees. Uven tho Chirping limed
wpro still As far m I ioud make out
J wan tho only living thing foolish
enough to Btny abroad und awake in
tlmt sulToeatlug heal. Tho swe.it drip-txs- l

from mo In BtieuniH, My eyes
ached from tho glaro of the sun on tho
riK-k- s and tho bleached grasses. To-wa-

tho close of tho afternoon I con-

fessed HucuMngly to inypolf that 1 wan
Just a Utile glad I h.itl found o gold
nnd that I hoped the oIIicih hud been
equally iinforti'uatc, Thu thought of
working la after day (u that furuaco
heat was too much for inu.

My hopes wire fulfilled All ciimu In

thnl night tiled, hot, dirty and discour-
aged. Not one of tho eight of us hud
ruined a sign of lohu

"Well," said Iliigsh) phlloHophlcally,
--that's nil right We've Just got to go
tilgher Tomorrow wo'll move up
otrumii "

Accordingly next day wo tuiiusl at
right ancles to our fotmcr mute anil
followed up the bed of tho canyon ten
or twelve inllus towaid thu distant
main mil git

About I o'llock wo eamned Tho
flat was green Utile clumps of icdur
DUhIkhI out aerosH II. The oaks had
Klveu plai o to cotlouvvooils Wo had
now to inn lie tieipiitlutiiiKo with now
birds.

Tho following morning wo went pros
Te' ting again My Inhtitutloutt were
for tho do washes In die sides of the
tillls. Ac(otdlugly I mumbled up
among tho bow Mew In tlio nearest V
ehuped ravine I hud Itaidl) to look
at nil Ilehlml a luigo bowlder lay u

llttlo cupllki deprewloii of stones hi
which evidently hud Mood u recently
evaporated hmi1 of water and which In
consequent e was free from thu usual
lusty rubble lit the liilerUlcex be-

tween the tnes my ejo caught u dull
Clltter I fell on uiy I.iiixm, dug aliout
with tho i nt of my bowlo kulfo uud

so uncarthi. J small nuggets aggregat-
ing probably a half ounce in weigh'

Although mightily tempted to stay
for moie 1 minded our agreement toJ
Report promptly the first discovery and
started back to camp. Why I did not
come n header in that fearful bowlder
strewn wash I cannot tell jou. Ccr-tnlul- y

I took no care of my going, but
leaped recklessly from rock to rock
like a goat. When I i cached tho flat
1 ran, whooping like an Indian. From
the river 1 could sco Johnny and Buck
Harry tunning, too, nnd had seuso
enough to laugh as It occurred to mo
they must think us attacked by In-

dians. Far down tho stream I could
Just tnako out figures I know to bo
Yauk and McNally. They, too, seem-

ed to bo coming to camp, though I
could not imagine that my shouts had
carried so far.

I burst In on Bagsby, who was smok-
ing his pipe and leisurely washing tho
breakfast dishes, with a whoop, lifted
him bodily by tho shoulders, whirled
him around in n clumsy dance. He
aimed a swipe at me with tho wet dish-
cloth that caught me across tho eyes.

"You tarnation young grizzly b'arl"
said he.

I wiped the water from my eyes.
Johnny and Buck Bairy ran up. Some-
how they did not seem to bo anticipat-
ing an Indian attack after all. Johnny
ran up to thump mo on tho back,

"Isn't it great?" he cried. "UIght off
tho reell Klist pdjil Bagsby, old
sport, you're n wondcrl" Ho started
for Bagsby, who promptly rushed for
tils long rlllc.

"I'm going to kill tho fltt lunatic I
ce," ho announced.
Johnny laughed excitedly and turn-

ed back to thump me again.
"IIow did you guess what it was?" 1

asked.
"Didn't. Just blundered on it"
"What!" I jelled. "Iluvo you struck

It too?"
"First shovel," said Johnny. "But

you don't mean"
I thrust my three nuggets under bis

eyes.
"Say." broke In Buck Bany, "if you

fellows know whore tho whisky to hide
it, and htdo It quick If I sco It I'll get
Crunk 1"

Yank nnd McNnlly at this moment
strolled from around tho bushes. We
nil burst out on them.

"Sco your fool nuggets and 'color
nnd raise you this," diuvvlcd Yank.
And ho hauled from his pocket tho
vory largest chunk of virgin gold It
has over boon my good fortune to be-

hold. It was irtegulur In shape, pitted
and scored, shaped a good deal llko
an egg and nearly Its size. Ono (round
and u tiny frn-tlo- n (hat gieat nugget
balanced wIkmi we got around to
weighing it. And then to crown the
gloilous day which tho gods were
brimming for us eiiinn Don Unspnrund
Vnsquez, trailed by that long and o

Indlvldnul, Missouri Jones. Tho
Spaniards wcte uutwnully culm, but
their eyes snapped. As soon ns they
saw us they waved their hats.

"Ah, nlso you have found the gold!"
cried Don Caspar, sensing Immediate-
ly tho significance of our presence.
"Wo too It Is of good color, there
ubove by tho bend." Ills cyo widened
iih ho saw what Yank held. "Mndro
do DIos!" ho murmured.

McNally, who had bnlil and done
nothing, suddenly ulteicd a resound-
ing whoop and stood on his hands.
Missouri Jones, taking aim, spnt care-
fully In the. center of tho lire, missing
tho dlshpnu by n calculated ami ac-

curate Inch.
"Tho country Is Just (lowing with

gold," ho pronounced.
Then wo blow up. Wo hugged each

other, wo pounded each othci's backs,
wo emulated McNnlly's wild Iilsh
whoops, finally wo Joined hnuds and
danced urouud und around tho re
mains of tho lire, kicking up our heels
absuidly. Bugsby, n leuthery grin on
his face, stood off ono side. Ilo still
held his long barreled rlllc, which he
presented tic who ever neared him.

"I tell jou, look out!" ho kept say-in- g

over and over. "I'm shootln' luna-

tics (odaj, nnd upparently there's plen-
ty game, to chooso from."

Although wo did not Immediately
run Into thu expected thousands, nor
did tho pinmlso of that first glorious
duy of discovery qulto fulfill Itself, nev-

ertheless our new diggings turned out
to bo very rich. We fell Into routine,
uud tho days and weeks slipped by.
Bagsby and ono companion went out
every day to hunt or to fish. Wo took
turns ut a vacation hi camp. IJvery
night wo "blew" our daj''H collection
of sand, weighed tho gold and packed
It uway. Our iiccumulitloiis wero get-
ting to bo cry valuable.

For a mouth wo lived this ldjlllc llfo
quite unmolested and had gradually
conn) to feel that wo weio so iar out
of the world that nothing would ever
disturb us, Tho duyii seemed all alike,
dear, sparkling, cloudless. It was my
first experience with tho California
cilinute, and theso things wero a

wonder to my New Ktialuud
mind

Then one duy when 1 was miup
keeper nt tho upper end of our long
moiidow a number of men emerged
from tho willows and hesitated uncer
tululy. They wero too far way to bo
plainly distinguishable, but I belluved
In taking no chunces, bo I tired iny re-

volver to attract tho uttcutlon of my
companions. They looked up from
their labor, saw tho men ami prompt
ly camo Into nimp

Tho group still hesitated at tho edgo
of the thicket. Then ono of them

waved something white. Wo waved
hi return, whereupon they udvuuecd
slowly In our direction.

As they neured we saw them to be
liidluiiH, Their leader held before him
a stick to which hud been (led u uum
her of vvlilto feathers. Aa they up
prouched us they begun to leap uud

I dmieo to the accompaniment of n weird
rising and fulling chant. Tlmv certain

UWaMKtlcMMAn- -. .Tunnel iiMWiutwaft3
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ly dfd not look very formldablo with
their heterogeneous mtxluro of cloth-
ing, their round, black, stupid faces
and their straight hair. Most of them
wcro armed simply with bows and ar-
rows, but three cnrrlcd specimens of
the long Spanish musket

Tho Indians said they wanted to
trade.

We replied that wo saw nothing they
might trade witli us.

In return they produced some roots
and several small bags of pine nuts.

We then explnlneil that wo wero re-

duced In ammunition and had llttlo
food.

Don Gnspar here Interpolated hasti-
ly, sajlug that in his Judgment it
would be absolutely necessary that wo
lHudo some sort of a present to avoid
tho appearance of intending an affront

QbtfAa

"Un't It great?" ho said. "Right off th
reall Flret dodI"

Bock Bany and Jones seemed Instant-
ly to accept this necessity.

"Glvo them two or thrco of the sad-dl- o

blankets," nuggestcd Barry after a
moment's thought "Wo will have sev-

eral light bosses going out, and If wo
havo to pad tho middles wo can git
along with skins or something."

We gave our visitors the blankets
therefore. They seemed well pleased,
nroso and shortly mado a primitive
sort of a camp a short distanco out-sld- o

our stockade. We did no more
washing that day. About 5 o'clock our
hunters camo In with tho best meat of
a blacktull deer. Bagsby listened at-

tentively to our nccount of tho Inter-
view. Then ho took n hind quarter of
tho newly killed buck nnd departed for
tho Indians' camp, where he stayed for
an hour.

"I don't think they aio out for mean-
ness," ho announced when ho icturn-ed- .

"They tell mo this jcro Is on n
Kort of short cut from some of tho
Tnickco lakes down to their villages.
But wo got to keep n sharp ejo on our
homes, and wo got to stand guard to-

night"
Very early In tho morning, when wo

wcro Just up, sovcrnl of the elders
camo over to tell us that somo of tho
j'oung men would stay to work for us,
If wo so deslicd. Wo lepllcd that wo
had no goods with which to pay for
work. Shortly uftor tho wholo triho
vanished down river.

A. week paused, nnd wo had almost
forgotten our chance visitors. One day
tho two Spaniards, Buck Barry und 1

wcro nt tho cradle. Bagsby, Yank and
McNally weio tho huutcis for tho day.
Johnny and Mlssoml Jones kept camp.

Wo hud had n most successful morn-
ing and weio Just stacking our tools
preparatory to returning to enmp for
dinner. Buck Bairy was standing near
some small sagu bushes nt tho upper
cud of tho diggings. Ilo was Just In
tho act of lighting n freshly filled pipe
when ho slopped bb though petrified,
tho burning match suspended above
tho bowl of his pipe. Then ho turned
quickly toward tho Hugo brush, and as
he did ho ii bow twanged, and an nr-ro- w

sang past his head, bo closo as ac-
tually to dray blood from tho lobo of
his car. With n roar of anger Buck
Barry raised his pickax and charged
Into tho hush. Wb saw a flguro rlso
from tho ground, dash away, stumble
fiat Before tho man could get up
again Buck Barry was upon him, and
tho pickax descended. At tho samo
Instant wo heard u scries of whoops
and two shots in rapid succession from
tho direction of camp. Buck Barry
camo bounding out of tho sago brush
und seized his rlllo from under the
buBh where wo hud kept them.

"Como on!" ho panted. "Let's get
out of this!"

Wo ran us hind ns wo could for n
huudicd J arils, or until wo hud reach
ed tho flat of tho liver bottom. Then
wo paused, uncertain us to Just what
next to do,

"Walt u minute," said I. "I'll Just
tako n look," nnd huirled up a little
spur knoll to tho right. From that u

I liiMuutly caught Bight of u
crowd of Indians coming up the Millcy
at full speed. Most of them weio on
horseback, but u number loped along
on foot, keeping up with tho nnlmnls
Ono look was enough, I raced down
to my eonipunlonsngnln, nnd wo hastl
ly took lofugo in tho only cover near
enough to courenl us u llttlo clump of
willows In n small damp wntereourse.
Theio wo crouched, rlllcs read v.

(Continued noxt Tuosday.)

They All Do Then.
"Tell mo, Is there eve: a time vvlioi.

jou feel that jou ically halo jout Inn,
bit ml?"

"Yes Tho times when ho tolephoues
mo at tho lnht uilnuto that he won't
bo homo to supper." Detroit l'teo
Troas.
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LOCAL AND GENERAL NEWS'

Members of tho Methodist Protcs-tnn- t
church of this city aro extrome-l- y

ploased over tho action of tho Mus-
kingum conferenco at Zanesvlllo
Thursday In rocommcndlng that the
1917 session bo hold In Mt. Vernon.

It has been twelve since this
city has had tho honor of entertain-In- g

tho conference. A conforenco
church was built In Zanesvlllo at that
tlmo whoro It was understood that all
future sessions should bo held.

Noxt year will mark tho dlnmond
Juhlleo colohratlon of tho founding of
tho conference. A special commis-
sion was appointed to tnko charge of
tho arrangements for this affair and
this body of men recommended to tho
conforenco Thursday that Mt. Vernon
should havo tho honor of entertaining
tho conferonco at that time.

It Is peculiarly fitting that this city
should bo selected for tho reason that
75 years ago tho Muskingum confer-
enco was given birth hero after a
split with tho Pittsburgh conforenco
which resulted in a complete aliena-
tion.

A dispatch from Zanosvlllo Friday
stated tliat all that was needed to
mako Mt. Vernon tho mooting place
noxt year was tho acceptance by the
local church.

Tho Bannor conversed with several
members of tho Methodist Protestant
church hero Friday and all wero of
tho opinion that tho local congrega-
tion would unhesitatingly and enthus-
iastically decide to cntortaln tho

Definite action will bo taken upon
the return from the conforenco of
Itov. O. B. Ford, pastor of tho local
church.

Tho othor chlof item of business
which tho conforenco took up in Its
session Thursday was tho matter of
merging tho Muskingum and tho
Ohio conferences. A commlttoo was
appolntod for the purposo of confer-
ring with a like body from tho Ohio
conference.

Tho report of the Diamond Jubilee
commission was ono of tho most In
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teresting features of Thursday's con-
ference. It was read by tho chair-nia-n

0f the commission, Dr. 0. B.
Sheppard, and It rocommendod first
that tho Pittsburgh conferonco send
n representative with greetings from
that body and that Dr. Coburn, presi-
dent of tho conferonco, mako tho
rosponso. It further recommended
that the Diamond Jubilee sormon be
preached by Rov. C. S. Johnson. D. D
and that Dr. C. II. Bock glvo a briof
historical sketch of tho conferenco.

As a Jubilee memorial tho commis-
sion rocommendod that a whirlwind
campaign be Inaugurated for tho rais-
ing of tho ?7,500 to help endow a
homo for tho aged at West Lafayetto,
and that this bo under the direction
of a forward movoment commission
to bo composed of Rov. C. S. Johnson,
of Columbus;; Rov. G. O, Shurtz of
Zanesvlllo; Rov. W, E. Grove of Old
Fort; Mr. Lyon of Steubejivllle and
Mr. Harry Amos of Cambridge, with
Dr. Coburn to havo general supervis-
ion of the work.

Within one-hal- f hour after being
arraigned on a chargo of cruelty to
animals and aftor having pleadod not
guilty to tho chargo, Oscar Scoles of
Danville reappeared before 'Squire
Harris and changed his plea to guilty.
Ho was fined ?5 and costs, which he
paid, and was released. Scoloa was
charged with having cruelly beaten
a horse. He was arraigned Thursday
morning.

o

Frodorlcktown, Sept. Bids for the
construction, of tho now school build
ing here wero opened after
noon by the board of education.
There wero ten firms In tho field and,
whon tho tabulation was finally made,
It was found that the following wore
low:

Construction Winters & Wilson of
Strausburg, ?33,475.

Heating Columbus Heating Ventl
latng Co. of Columbus, $3,800.

Plumbing Huffman & Conklln of

An
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which it does that no

-
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Columbus, $1,080. .

Tho respective work was awanlod
those tin oo firms and contracts Will
be entered Into as soon as thoy ci.n
bo drawn up. Work will be started
as soon as possible.

Mt. Gllcad, Sept. 8 John Oherdler
Mt. Gllcad blacksmith, has been
asked to consider an offer of $23,000
cash, and a rojalty for tho U. S ovd
Canadian rights on his rocent inven-
tion of a nut lock for a bolt. In Hou
of tho royalty the Arm making the
offer asks Mr. Oherdler to consider
tho comploto sale of the patent rights
for ?50,000 In cash.

Mr. Obordlers patont has boon,
seen by a number of Mt Gllcad peo-
ple. It consists of a wire placed In
a groove along tlio bolt, permitting
tho wire to bo bent back after tho
nut has been screwed on and locked
Simple though tho device Is, it is
evidently thought to possess great
mechanical value.

Mr. Obordler has had the nut lock
patented in the U. S., but has not jet
secured the Canadian rights.

o
Mr. and Mrs. Wlnslow Howard

wore surprised by tho return, of thoir
youngest son Bartly, pn Thursday.
Ho has been in England for a year,
going from there to Now' York where
he was employed on the street cars.
The strike having freed him, ho re-

turned to his homo on West Vine
street.

A glass of poison swallowed acci-
dentally by Robert Doty, 502 West
Vine street, Thursday shortly before
midnight threw his family Into parox-
ysms of fear and resulted in the
summoning of the police on tho pait
of somo neighbors who thought some-
thing terrible was transpiring within
tho walls of tho Doty residence.

Robert Doty is employed at the
Cooper foundry. His raother-ln-law- ,

Mrs. Hunter of Newark, Is visiting
at his home. Tho latter was scratch- -

--cd bypo!son ivy several days ago and
procured medicine which sho applied
externally.

On Thursday night whllo at work,
Doty became sick determined to
go homo. On his way, ho stopped
at tho office of a pljysiclan and ob

eeeife&5&&&t$o$&'Q
Marvelous

De
16,

see the

its

will burn anything
hard or soft coal, coal coal

dust, slack coal, coke or wood. The
fire never goes out day or night,

nd a steady, even temperature
may be maintained. All features
are patented and any

dealer or purchaser us-

ing same proper authority
will be himself liable for
profits and It is the zen-

ith of stove most
important Invention of modern

Come and See
Stove

other can do.

12, 191

'' "I"' """"" " 1

tained somo modlclno for his ail-

ment. This ho placod noai' a wash-
bowl on nrrlvlng at his house.

Later ho wont to tho howl to tako
a pill. Placing It in his mouth, ho
reached for a glass In which to pour
somo water. It was-dar- k and ho
picked up tho tumblor whorcln Ids
mothor-ln-la- had placed her Ivy
poisoning modlclno.

A few moments; later, ho had
his mistake nnd in alarm In-

formed hla family what ho had dono.
A call was put In for a
physician who, whon ho arrived, took

measures to safeguard
Doty against bad effects from tho
closo of poison.

Theso proved effectual, but In tho
meantlmo tho oxcltcd screams of tho
other members' of tho Doty family
had been heard by nolghbors and the
police wero called. They answered
.but soon ascertained tho truo condi-

tion of affairs and took their depart-
ure.

Doty will experience no evil effects
from the poison.

Mt. Vernon is to ho visited on Sept.
20 by a, from the Manu-
facturers and Jobbers' association of
Columbus, who havo planned a tour
of various towns for that day. This
Information was received Friday
morning in a letter to Mayor Mitchell
from Columbus Tho
company will bring with them a band,
Harvoy J. Moore, vocalist, and a num-

ber of speakers. Tho object of tho
tour is to bo for the purposo
of making tho of tho
business men in tho towns visited.

Tho party isi scheduled to stop In

Mt Vernon from 4:45 o'clock p. m.
until S o'clock, making the longest
stay of on tho trip. Tho
mayor turned his letter over to tho
chamber of commerce, which will
take In hand tho for
receiving tho visitors.

It. Ootshall John S Gotshall
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